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February 2, 2025 ¥  The Purification of Mary and
The Presentation of Our Lord

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran
High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228.

Today the paraments are white as we celebrate Mary’s purification
and Jesus’ presentation according to the Law given through Moses,
the Law which Jesus would keep perfectly in our place.

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today. If you have been
instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that
with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood
for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS
fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.
Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder
prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time
at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see
the pastor prior to the service).

Sunday, January 26, 2025:
Attendance: 79 (6 livestream)
Combined Sunday School / LYF: 17 /2
Offerings: $2682 / $0 / $170 (electronic)



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information

LION BASKETBALL — Calvary Boys Basketball Showcase this next
weekend:

Feb. 7 6:30 v. MMA
Feb 8 9AM v. Lutheran High — Kansas City

4:30 PM v. St. Louis Patriots
Live stream the games: twitch.tv/calvarylhs
Visit calvarylhs.org/calendar/ to view the full calendar!

DISCOVER CALVARY DAY! — LAST CALL for registrations! This prospective
student Visit Day event is on this Thursday, February 6! It is a day intended
for 7th grade students to discover the advantages of a Lutheran high school
education and the many opportunities available at Calvary. If you know a 7th
grader (or 8th grader, if they haven't attended before) who would benefit
from knowing about the Calvary experience, contact John Christman
TOMORROW at 573-638-0228 to learn more.

CRIMSON & SILVER DINNER AUCTION - Tickets are available for the
2025 Crimson and Silver Dinner Auction at the St. Martin’s Knights of
Columbus Hall on Saturday, April 26, beginning at 4:00pm. Ticket price is
$50 per person, and tables of 8 are available for $375. Purchase tickets
online at linktr.ee/calvarylhs or call the school office at (573) 638-0228.

OPEN POSITIONS — Calvary is seeking a ministry-minded golf coach and
a head volleyball coach. Additionally, Calvary is seeking candidates for the
part-time athletic director position to begin Summer 2025. Resumes and
inquiries can be sent to administrator@calvarylhs.org.

WINTER DRAMA ONE-ACTS — The Calvary Drama Department has been
rehearsing for their 2025 One-Act Festival! This year there will have three
shows; Beneath the Blindfold, And A Child Shall Lead and, Knock, Knock.
There will be two opportunities for you to enjoy the shows:

Friday, February 21%, 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 22", 6:00 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE -

Feb. 7-8 Calvary Boys Basketball Showcase

Feb. 18 Calvary Blood Drive 1-6PM

Feb. 20 Open House, 7PM

Apr. 26 Crimson & Silver Dinner Auction

May 30 Calvary’s 21 Annual Benefit Golf Tournament



Happening at St. John’s:

A new Wednesday Bible study began last week. We will continue it on
February 12. It is a video-based series by Craig Parton, Esq, titled: “The
Bible on Trial: Beyond a Reasonable Doubt”

Thrivent Choice Dollars need to be directed before March 31, 2025. If
you are not sure how to do this online, please call (800) 847-4836 and
say “fraternal.” Have your Thrivent ID available. More than $50,000
have not yet been directed. Are you responsible for some of those?

“All life is sacred. Your life is sacred. Every life has infinite worth and
eternal value. Your life matters—from conception to natural death to
eternity. The psalmist declares: ‘I praise you, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made. Wonderful are Your works; my soul knows it very
well” (Psalm 139:14).” Rev. Robert Mohns, Lutheran Church—Canada —
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life * lutheransforlife.org

EASTERN ORTHODOXY SERIES... How is Confessional
Lutheranism similar and different to Eastern Orthodoxy? Issues,
Etc., a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public
Radio in Collinsville, IL, is doing a series on Eastern Orthodoxy
with LCMS Pastor Joshua Schooping. Pastor Schooping is a
former Eastern Orthodox priest. You can listen to this series on-
demand at issuesetc.org/easternorthodoxy.

This week:

Sunday, 2/2  9am  Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF
10am Divine Service

Mon, 2/3 — Pastor gone to
Thurs, 2/6 Doxology

Sunday, 2/9  9am  Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF
10am Divine Service
Fellowship


https://wtv9t5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001H4EbZXC4CdAFMFg9JsmGS39hD3pS4BZxAhM_p_DvC7L1FimnQFjgJx0d1I0g4P2QA7LyjYmVImW88atdL9smImWqZ_HqUwgTGmwyTep5qpiF_qdRQC6T5rH3O0YHa_nsKFGnISb7N90pV-rEPDR0q9nK1tvW-5uwQ2rO8s22eYg=&c=dIExiL2mpj9My-vSqK2ayND8aintXi6eQox-TEw7raYfRE4DogUeeQ==&ch=Gt1UowAxDOCfy09sdpR7Qpvnc-sY7_EF7U_p9pKOMDtNLK_K86xbcg==

The Purification of Mary and
the Presentation of Our Lord

Today, two holy events come together. Today marks forty days after
Christmas. And according to God’s Law, a woman is supposed to go to the
temple for the Rite of Purification 40 days after she gives birth to a boy (in
the case of giving birth to a girl, the time is twice as long). Until then, she is
considered ritually unclean.

Additionally, the first male to “open the womb” is to be presented to the
Lord. He is to be “bought back” from the Lord with a sacrifice. For Mary and
Joseph, that price was two turtledoves or two pigeons. It is a sort of ironic
sacrifice for them, since they were “buying back” the Son from the Father.
But as adherent followers of God, they did as the Law demanded.

It was during that visit to the temple that Simeon spoke what is now known
as the “Nunc Dimittis” because he saw the Lord’s promise to him fulfilled.
But that is not the only significance of that day and event.

Though Jesus had already taken on human flesh when He was conceived in
the womb of the virgin Mary, when He was presented in the temple, that
acted to ritually unite God and man. During the Passover, God had killed
the firstborn of man and beast in every Egyptian household. In the houses
with the lambs’ blood smeared on the doorposts, He spared the firstborn
sons. Following that event, He declared that the firstborn of the Israelites
where therefore His, or to be dedicated to Him. That is why the firstborn
sons were to be “bought back” by the sacrifice, usually of a lamb, though
the two turtledoves or pigeons was also an option.

Jesus, the firstborn (and only-begotten) Son of the Father, would also
become the Lamb of God, sacrificed on behalf of all creation. He would, in a
sense, take the place of that sacrifice offered by Mary and Joseph that day:
not just for the firstborn sons, but for all of creation. And all who trust in
Him now receive that benefit. We are purchased by the price of Jesus’
blood, that we may be in the Father’s kingdom forever.



Confession and Absolution

461 | Know That My Redeemer Lives

1

I know that my Redeemer lives;

What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my ever-living head.

He lives triumphant from the grave;
He lives eternally to save;

He lives all-glorious in the sky;

He lives exalted there on high.

He lives to bless me with His love;
He lives to plead for me above;
He lives my hungry soul to feed;
He lives to help in time of need.

He lives to grant me rich supply;

He lives to guide me with His eye;
He lives to comfort me when faint;
He lives to hear my soul’s complaint.

He lives to silence all my fears;
He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.

He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end;

He lives, and while He lives, I’1l sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and | shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.

He lives, all glory to His name!

He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-99, abr.



Text: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation
(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution
(P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word



Introit

We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,*
in the midst of your | temple.
Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised™
in the city | of our God!
His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, is the joy of | all the earth,*
Mount Zion, in the far north, the city of the | great King.
Within her | citadels*
God has made himself known as a | fortress.
As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in
the city | of our God,*
which God will establish for- | ever.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,*
in the midst of your | temple.

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church

of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and

praise let us pray to the Lord.

M@

Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your
glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of
God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.



You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our
prayer.

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, as Your only-begotten Son was this
day presented in the temple in the substance of our flesh, grant that
we may be presented to You with pure and clean hearts; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading

21The man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the LORD the
yearly sacrifice and to pay his vow. 22But Hannah did not go up, for she
said to her husband, “As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, so
that he may appear in the presence of the LORD and dwell there forever.”
ZElkanah her husband said to her, “Do what seems best to you; wait
until you have weaned him; only, may the LORD establish his word.” So
the woman remained and nursed her son until she weaned him. 2*And
when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-
year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought him
to the house of the LORD at Shiloh. And the child was young. ?>Then they
slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. 2And she said,
“Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing
here in your presence, praying to the LORD. ?’For this child I prayed, and
the LORD has granted me my petition that | made to him. 2Therefore |
have lent him to the LORD. As long as he lives, he is lent to the LORD.”

And he worshiped the LORD there.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle
14Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself



likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy
the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, °and deliver all
those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. *For
surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of
Abraham. Y Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every
respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the
service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. ¥For
because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those
who are being tempted.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

22\When the time came for their purification according to the Law of
Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present
him to the Lord ?3(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male
who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 2*and to offer
a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 2Now there was a man in Jerusalem,
whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout,
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
2%And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not
see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 2’And he came in the
Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to
do for him according to the custom of the Law, 2éhe took him up in his
arms and blessed God and said,

2%“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
%for my eyes have seen your salvation
3that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
323 light for revelation to the Gentiles,



and for glory to your people Israel.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

519 In His Temple Now Behold Him
1 In His temple now behold Him,
See the long-expected Lord;
Ancient prophets had foretold Him,
God has now fulfilled His word.
Now to praise Him, His redeeméd
Shall break forth with one accord.

2 Inthe arms of her who bore Him,
Virgin pure, behold Him lie
While His aged saints adore Him
Ere in perfect faith they die.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Lo, the_incarnate God Most High!

3 Jesus, by Your presentation,
When they blessed You, weak and poor,
Make us see Your great salvation,
Seal us with Your promise sure;
And present us in Your glory
To Your Father, cleansed and pure.

Text: Henry J. Pye, c. 1825-1903, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.



The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Everlasting God, we remember how Simeon faithfully trusted Your
promise that he would not die until he had seen the Savior. Grant us
the same trust in Christ for the forgiveness of our sins, that having
received Him through His Holy Word and through His body and
blood and beholding Him by faith, we would be prepared for the
day we meet Him face to face. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, in the depth of love for creation, You brought Your
Son to the temple and placed Him in the hands of blessed St.
Simeon. Abide with those placed in the Office of the Holy Ministry,
that their hands would be ever ready to deliver Your gifts to Your
people and their lips bold to speak Your Gospel. Equip and protect
for Your service Pastor Pete Lange. Work also through missionaries
Shara Osiro, David Preus, Matt Wasmund, and Christel Neuendorf
as they carry Your Word to those to whom You send them. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious Father, You placed Your Son into the home of Mary and
Joseph. Bless our homes, that they would be places where truth is
taught and confessed. Like Joseph took Mary to be his wife, make
all husbands courageous and compassionate in their love for their
wives. As Mary submitted to Joseph, grant all wives grace for
respectful submission to their husbands. Bless the work of parents
as they instruct their children in Your Word. We pray especially this
week for Nolan Wunderlich, Brenda Wunderlich, Chala Schulte,
and Brynnlee Ziegelbein as they celebrate birthdays. Lord, in Your



mercy,
hear our prayer.

Ruler of the nations, bless those placed in authority over us. Grant
that they would serve with integrity and honor, having the welfare
of all in mind. Look favorably on our country, that division, conflict
and strife would give way to unity, peace and quietness. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, as Your Son has become our faithful High Priest,
making propitiation for the sins of all people, hear His intercession
for His Bride, the Church. Grant that the suffering, sick and
sorrowful [especially Cindy Eggen, Marguerite Young, LeeRoy
Wunderlich, Tammy Deaver, Ken Meller, Chaplain Jim Mueller,
and Marjorie Loesch ] would be blessed by Your
loving visitation. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Father of lasting peace, show mercy to those who receive the Lord’s
Supper this day, that they would behold their salvation in the very
body and blood of Christ given for them and, with St. Simeon, be
well prepared to depart in peace according to Your Word. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Join these, our prayers and praises, with those of Your faithful
people of all times and places, and unite them in the ceaseless
petitions of our great High Priest, Jesus Christ, until He comes again
in glory as victorious Lord of all. Through Him, with Him and in
Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is Yours,
almighty Father, forever and ever.

Amen.

Offering

Offertory

What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the
name of the Lord.

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the
Lord.

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His



people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O
Jerusalem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

P)

®=

®E

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface (Full)

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, sharing Your
eternal splendor, was presented on this day in Your temple in the
substance of our human flesh and revealed by the Spirit as the glory
of Israel and the light of all peoples. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O



Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

P)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei



Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy
on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy
on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us
peace.

Sit
Distribution

624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born
1  The infant Priest was holy born
For us unholy and forlorn;
From fleshly temple forth came He,
Anointed from eternity.

2  This great High Priest in human flesh
Was icon of God’s righteousness.
His hallowed touch brought sanctity;
His hand removed impurity.

3 The holy Lamb undaunted came
To God’s own altar lit with flame;
While weeping angels hid their eyes,
This Priest became a sacrifice.

4 But death would not the victor be
Of Him who hung upon the tree.
He leads us to the Holy Place
Within the veil, before God’s face.

5  The veil is torn, our Priest we see,
As at the rail on bended knee
Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

6  The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.

7 With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,



And “Holy, holy, holy” sing
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409

615 When in the Hour of Deepest Need
1 When in the hour of deepest need
We know not where to look for aid;
When days and nights of anxious thought
No help or counsel yet have brought,

2 Then is our comfort this alone
That we may meet before Your throne;
To You, O faithful God, we cry
For rescue in our misery.

3 For You have promised, Lord, to heed
Your children’s cries in time of need
Through Him whose name alone is great,
Our Savior and our advocate.

4 And so we come, O God, today
And all our woes before You lay;
For sorely tried, cast down, we stand,
Perplexed by fears on ev’ry hand.

5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face;
Absolve us through Your boundless grace.
Be with us in our anguish still;
Free us at last from ev’ry ill.

6  Sowe with all our hearts each day
To You our glad thanksgiving pay,
Then walk obedient to Your Word,
And now and ever praise You, Lord.

Text: Paul Eber, 1511-69; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

783 Take My Life and Let It Be
1  Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2 Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love;



Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold,

Not a mite would I withhold,;
Take my intellect and use

Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;

Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord, | pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79
Text: Public domain

332 Savior of the Nations, Come

1

Savior of the nations, come,
Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.

Not by human flesh and blood,

By the Spirit of our God,

Was the Word of God made flesh—
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.

Here a maid was found with child,
Yet remained a virgin mild.

In her womb this truth was shown:
God was there upon His throne.

Then stepped forth the Lord of all
From His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man,

His heroic course began.



God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1-2): tr. William M.
Reynolds, 1812-76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4-5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-
2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973

Text (sts. 1-2): Public domain

Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used
by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal

P)

Stand

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.
Amen.

Nunc Dimittis

Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has
been fulfilled.

My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared
in the sight of ev’ry people:

A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people
Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Post-Communion Collect



Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
Amen.

412 The People That in Darkness Sat
1 The people that in darkness sat
A glorious light have seen;
The light has shined on them who long
In shades of death have been,
In shades of death have been.

2  To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness,
The gath’ring nations come;
They joy as when the reapers bear
Their harvest treasures home,
Their harvest treasures home.

3 TousaChild of hope is born,
To us a Son is giv’n,
And on His shoulder ever rests
All pow’r in earth and heav’n,
All pow’r in earth and heav’n.

4  His name shall be the Prince of Peace,
The Everlasting Lord,
The Wonderful, the Counselor,
The God by all adored,
The God by all adored.

5  His righteous government and pow’r
Shall over all extend,;
On judgment and on justice based,
His reign shall have no end,



His reign shall have no end.

A6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,
And make us Thine alone,
Who with the Father ever art
And Holy Spirit, one,
And Holy Spirit, one.

Text: John Morison, 1749-98, alt.
Text: Public domain
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